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Evolving in Monkey Town 
 
How a Girl Who Knew All the Answers Learned 

to Ask the Questions 

 

By Rachel Held Evans 
 

 
 
In Evolving in Monkey Town, Rachel Held Evans recounts her 
experiences growing up in Dayton, Tennessee, a town that 

epitomized Christian fundamentalism during the Scopes 
Monkey Trial of 1925. With fearless honesty, Evans describes 
how her faith survived her doubts and challenges readers to re-

imagine Christianity in a postmodern context, where knowing 
all the answers isn’t as important as asking the questions. 
 

Rachel Held Evans is an award-winning writer from Dayton, 
Tennessee. Her articles have appeared locally in the Herald 
News and the Chattanooga Times Free Press, nationally in Grit, 

On Mission, Journey, and the Lookout, and online at 
BurnsideWritersCollective.com and TheOOZE.com. Rachel 
enjoys conversation, coffee, photography, travel, college 
football, poker, and spending time with her husband, Dan.  

 
Join the conversation at rachelheldevans.com.   
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